VICTORIOUS OVER
OPPOSITION

Key Verse:
1 Corinthians 15:58

* Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be  steadfast,
immovable, always
abounding in the work of
the Lord, knowing that your
toil is not in vain in the
Lord.

1. Look to God for Strength
A. Persistent Opposition

Nehemiah 6:1-9

Nehemiah’s Grief for the
Exiles

1 The words of Nehemiah the
son of Hacaliah. Now it
happened in the month
Chislev, in the twentieth year,
while I was in Susa the
capitol, 2 that Hanani, one of
my brothers, and some men
from Judah came; and I asked
them concerning the Jews
who had escaped and had
survived the captivity, and
about Jerusalem. 3 They said
to me, “The remnant there in
the province who survived the
captivity are in great distress
and reproach, and the wall of
Jerusalem is broken down and
its gates are burned with fire.”

B. Look to the Lord

Nehemiah 6:9

4 When I heard these words,
I sat down and wept and
mourned for days; and I was
fasting and praying before the
God of heaven.

11 O Lord, I beseech You,
may Your ear be attentive to
the prayer of Your servant and
the prayer of Your servants
who delight to [c]revere Your
name, and make Your servant
successful today and grant
him compassion before this

LR

man.

Now I was the cupbearer to
the king.

2. Resist Fear, Trust God
A. Agents of Fear

Nehemiah 6:10, 12, 14

* Then the king said to me,
“What would you
request?” So 1 prayed to the
God of heaven. I said to the
king, “If it please the king,
and if your servant has found
favor before you, send me to
Judah, to the city of my
fathers” tombs, that I may
rebuild it.”

B. Response of Faith

Nehemiah 6:11, 13, 14

%and a letter to Asaph the
keeper of the king’s forest,
that he may give me timber to
make beams for the gates
of the fortress which is by
the “temple, for the wall of
the city and for the house to
which I will go.” And the king
granted them to me
because the good hand of my
God was on me.

3. Remain Faithful to God’s
Work

A. The Wall Completed
Nehemiah 6:15, 16

3 So I went out at night by the
Valley Gate in the direction of
the Dragon’s Well and on to
the ''Refuse Gate, inspecting
the walls of Jerusalem which
were broken down and
its gates which were
consumed by fire.

B. Perseverance
Needed

Nehemiah 6:17 — 7:2;
Philippians 1:27-30

¥ T told them how the hand of
my God had been favorable to
me and also about the king’s
words which he had spoken to
me. Then they said, “Let us
arise and build.” So they put
their hands to the good wortk.
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MONDAY:
The Lord is My Strength
Exodus 15:1-11

' Then Moses and the sons
of Israel sang this song to
the LORD, and said,
"I will sing to the LORD,
for He is highly exalted,
The horse and its rider He
has hurled into the sea.
’"The LORD is my
strength and song, And He
has become my salvation;
This is my God, and I will
praise Him; My father's
God, and I will extol Him.
*"The LORD is a warrior;
The LORD is His name.
* "Pharaoh's chariots and
his army He has cast into
the sea; And the choicest of
his officers are drowned in
the Red Sea. ®"The deeps
cover them; They went
down into the depths like a
stone. ® "Your right hand, O
LORD, is majestic in
power, Your right hand, O
LORD, shatters the enemy.
""And in the greatness of
Your excellence You
overthrow those who rise
up against You; You send
forth Your burning anger,
and it consumes them as
chaff. ®*"At the blast of
Your nostrils the waters
were piled up,

The flowing waters stood
up like a heap; The deeps
were congealed in the heart
of the sea. °"The enemy
said, 'l will pursue, 1 will
overtake, I will divide the
spoil; My desire shall be
gratified against them,;
I will draw out my sword,
my hand will destroy them.'
""You blew with Your
wind, the sea covered them;
They sank like lead in the
mighty waters. "' "Who is
like You among the gods,
O LORD? Who is like You,
majestic in  holiness,
Awesome  in  praises,
working wonders?

TUESDAY:
Trust God in Troubling
Times
Psalm 27:1-6

¢So Hathach went out to
Mordecai to the city square
in front of the king's gate.
? Mordecai told him all that
had happened to him, and
the exact amount of money
that Haman had promised
to pay to the king's
treasuries for the
destruction of the Jews.
® He also gave him a copy
of the text of the edict
which had been issued in
Susa for their destruction,

that he might show Esther
and inform her, and to
order her to go in to the
king to implore his favor
and to plead with him for
her people. > Hathach came
back and related Mordecai's
words to Esther. ' Then
Esther spoke to Hathach
and ordered him to reply to
Mordecai: "' "All the king's
servants and the people of
the king's provinces know
that for any man or woman
who comes to the king to
the inner court who is not
summoned, he has but one
law, that he be put to death,
unless the king holds out to
him the golden scepter so
that he may live. And I
have not been summoned to
come to the king for these
thirty days." * They related
Esther's words to Mordecai.
" Then Mordecai told them
to reply to Esther, "Do not
imagine that you in the
king's palace can escape
any more than all the Jews.
"“"For if you remain silent
at this time, relief and
deliverance will arise for
the Jews from another place
and you and your father's
house will perish. And who
knows whether you have
not attained royalty for
such a time as this?"

" Then Esther told them to
reply to Mordecai, '* "Go,
assemble all the Jews who
are found in Susa, and fast
for me; do not eat or drink
for three days, night or day.
I and my maidens also will
fast in the same way. And
thus I will go in to the king,
which is not according to
the law; and if I perish, I
perish." ' So Mordecai
went away and did just as
Esther had commanded
him.
WEDNESDAY:
In God I Trust
Psalm 56:1-13

'The plans of the heart
belong to man, But the
answer of the tongue is
from the LORD. * All the
ways of a man are clean in
his own sight, But the
LORD weighs the motives.
* Commit your works to the
LORD, And your plans will
be established.

’ The mind of man plans his
way, But the LORD directs
his steps.

THURSDAY:
Be of Good Cheer
John 16:27-33



¢ And these they brought
before the apostles; and
after praying, they laid their
hands on them. ’ The word
of God kept on spreading;
and the number of the
disciples  continued to
increase greatly in
Jerusalem, and a great
many of the priests were
becoming obedient to the
faith. * And Stephen, full of
grace and power, was
performing great wonders
and signs among the
people. °But some men
from what was called the
Synagogue of the
Freedmen, including both
Cyrenians and
Alexandrians, and some
from Cilicia and Asia , rose
up and argued with
Stephen. ' But they were
unable to cope with the
wisdom and the Spirit with
which he was speaking.

FRIDAY:
Be Strong in the Lord
Ephesians 6:10-18

*Let love be without
hypocrisy. Abhor what is
evil; cling to what is good.
' Be devoted to one another
in brotherly love; give
preference to one another in
honor; " not lagging behind

in diligence, fervent in
spirit, serving the Lord,

" rejoicing in hope,
persevering in tribulation,
devoted to prayer,

Y contributing to the needs
of the saints , practicing
hospitality. ' Bless those
who persecute you ; bless
and do not curse. * Rejoice
with those who rejoice, and
weep with those who weep.
'“Be of the same mind
toward one another; do not
be haughty in mind, but
associate with the lowly.
Do not be wise in your own
estimation. " Never pay
back evil for evil to anyone.
Respect what is right in the
sight of all men. "If
possible, so far as it
depends on you, be at peace
with all men. " Never take
your own revenge, beloved,
but leave room for the
wrath of God, for it is
written, "VENGEANCE IS
MINE, T WILL REPAY,"
says the Lord. * "BUT IF
YOUR ENEMY IS
HUNGRY, FEED HIM,
AND IF HE IS THIRSTY,
GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR
IN SO DOING YOU WILL
HEAP BURNING COALS
ON HIS HEAD." *' Do not
be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.

SATURDAY:
Overcome Through Faith in
Christ
1 John 5:1-5

' Whoever believes that
Jesus is the Christ is born
of God, and whoever loves
the Father loves the child
born of Him. ? By this we
know that we love the
children of God, when we
love God and observe His
commandments. * For this
is the love of God, that we
keep His commandments;
and His commandments are
not burdensome. *For
whatever is born of God
overcomes the world; and
this is the victory that has
overcome the world—our
faith.

*Who is the one who
overcomes the world, but
he who believes that Jesus
is the Son of God?
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1. Recognize that successfully
going through difficult times

requires an active faith in God.
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